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Dear Farnham Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year! I am looking forward to seeing our Falcons again and hearing 
about their summer adventures.  
 
When you and your child return, you may notice a few changes!  As the result of a grant brought to us by a 
Farnham parent, Amber Emery, we now have two water bottle filling stations, a new one in the lower grade 
quad and another next to the cafeteria.  We are welcoming some new staff members.  Joe Khalid is joining 
us as our day custodian, replacing “Mr. Jose” who retired.  Joe joins us from Sartorette.   Ms. Pando, who 
starting teaching in Cambrian at Farnham, will be rejoining us from Bagby.  We are very excited to have her 
back!  We are also happy to add another Mrs. Johnson to our staff.  Mrs. Camille Johnson is joining us from 
Fammatre where she has been a long time Kinder and 1st grade teacher.  Finally, we have two teachers who 
are new to Cambrian, Ms. Diven and Ms. Knapp, joining the Farnham family.  They have both been hard at 
work in their classrooms all summer!   
 
One of the core strengths of Farnham School is its strong home-school partnerships. Our Home and School 
Club contributes in so many positive ways to our school culture and supports our students, staff and 
families. And it’s a lot of fun as well! If you are already active, I thank you for your continued support!  If 
you are new to Farnham or you’ve been thinking about getting more involved, I look forward to having you 
join this group of amazing volunteers.  Your child’s teacher is another important source of volunteer 
opportunities.  There is a job for everyone – big or small! 
 
Class lists will be posted on Farnham’s webpage and in front of the Farnham office at 5p.m. on Tuesday 
August 21st.  Students will be identified on the class list by his/her student number.  You will receive a 
separate letter in the mail that contains your child’s student number prior to the posting of the class lists. If 
you have not received your child’s student number by Tuesday, August 21st, please contact the school 
office at 408-377-3321. 
 
Below are important start-of-school dates that you will want to put on your calendar: 

• Student Supply Lists Posted – currently on Farnham website 
• Class Lists Posted – Tue, August 21 5p.m. 
• Kindergarten Meet and Greet Social – Wed, August 22, from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. 
• First Day of School – Thu, August 23 

o 8:05 a.m. school begins 
o 8:15 to 9:15 a.m. New Parent Orientation in school cafeteria 
o 11:30 a.m. Early TK/Kindergarten dismissal (through September 14) 

• Home and School Club Welcome Back Social – Friday, August 24, 4:30-7:30pm, Houge Park 
• Labor Day – NO SCHOOL – Mon, September 3 
• Fall Picture Day – Tue, September 11 
• Back To School Night – Wed, September 12, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

http://www.cambriansd.org/farnham
https://www.cambriansd.org/cms/lib/CA01902282/Centricity/Domain/10/Supply%20List%202018-2019%20-%20Parent%20Copy.pdf


Falcon Pride is as easy as ABC 
…Act Responsibly …Behave Respectfully …Care for others 

Please keep in mind that during the first two weeks of school our enrollment is in a transition period, and 
there may be changes to class assignments as student enrollment stabilizes. If changes are necessary, we 
will do our very best to take into consideration the needs of individual students. No matter who your child 
is placed with this year, you can be assured that they will have a teacher who will provide them with an 
excellent educational experience and many opportunities to extend their learning based on individual 
abilities, interests and achievement.  
 
Farnham is a Positive Behavior Intervention and Support (PBIS) school. This is a comprehensive behavioral 
plan that empowers all children to make positive choices about their own behavior. One of the things that 
you will see throughout the campus and in each classroom are the three expectations for all students and 
adults at Farnham… the Farnham ABCs:  

1. Act Responsibly 
2. Behave Respectfully, and  
3. Care for others 

Whenever an opportunity arises to problem solve with a student, we approach the problem through the 
“lens” of our Farnham ABC’s.  I hope you will discuss these expectations regularly with your child to help 
reinforce what he/she is learning at school.  
 
Your child’s first day of school is Wednesday, August 23rd.  The school day for all students begins at 8:05 
a.m. Dismissal for students in first through third grade is at 2:05 p.m. and in fourth and fifth grades is at 
2:30 p.m. Please read the pick-up and drop-off procedures carefully. They too have not changed, but (as 
always) we need your help in implementing these procedures to provide an as safe as possible environment 
for all of Farnham’s students. We are a busy, full school and congestion on Woodard Road where we drop 
off and pick up our students is an ongoing challenge with which we need your help.  
  
Campus safety is an ongoing top priority for the district and our school. Access to the campus during the 
school day is available only through the school office where we will request that you sign in and get a badge 
if you will be on the school grounds. Gates will be open 15 minutes prior to the start of the school day at 
which time supervision will be available on the playground.  Gates will be opened approximately 15 
minutes prior to the end of the school day.  Thank you for waiting outside the gates until the end of the 
school day so we can maximize your child’s learning time.  Playgrounds are closed until the last dismissal 
time. 
 
I hope every one of you will attend our Back-To-School Night on Wednesday, September 12th, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. This is a very important opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and continue to build the vital 
home-school partnership that drives student success. 
 
I am looking forward to a great year with all of you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Matt Hill 
Principal 
Farnham Elementary School 
hillm@cambriansd.com 

https://www.cambriansd.org/Page/529

